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THE PLAN OF THE 
A LIBRARY 


fully agree with those who think that 
| we need something better in an index 
to periodical literature than a merely “ hap- 
hazard alphabetical arrangement ” of minute 
ind fragmentary entries for each and every 
kind of subject, but I am quite as hostile to 
schemes based upon general ideas of sys 
tematic classification, without any proper 
alphabetical arrangement, and lacking a 
precise, complete, and easily understood 
system of cross-references. The last edition 
of ** Poole’s Index” I would give as an illus 
tration of the former evil, the 7wdé/e ana- 
ytigue of the index volume of the Aerie 
des Deux Mondes as a specimen of the 
latter fault. Yet, as I understand Mr. 
Poole’s letter in the May number of the 
JOURNAL, he still adheres to the method, 
or want of method, of the old Index, when 
he asserts that classification is expressly 
prohibited in the preparation of the new 
Index. In my opinion we ad need 
to introduce seme element of classifi 
cation into so important a work. The 
thing is perfectly feasible, and would, 
I am confident, give great satisfac 
tion to those who are to use the work. 
Assuming what I believe to be the fact 
that the much larger part of the Index will 
be made up of entries under the names of 
persons, of such entries as ought properly 
to be placed under the names of countries, 
ind of entries under the first word of the 
title, there will still remain a large mass of 


subject-matter entries, which ought to be 


NEW “POOLE’S INDEX.” 


YMPOSIUM, 


arranged under their generic subject-head 
e most 


ings, and not primarily under tl 
special heading. Some instances of this 
sort are given in the Committee’s Rules 
for Indexing, as when it is directed that 
criticisms on H. C, Carey’s “ Past, Present, 
and Future” shall be entered under Po 
litical Economy, though the work is by no 
means a systematic treatise on that sub 
ject, and much less so the average critical 
notices of such works The present ten 
dency to accumulate a vast array of incon 
gruous subdivisions of all the varied de 
partments of science and literature under 
the name of such country or place as hap 
pens to figure in the title appears to me to 
carry with it great practical inconveniences. 
In the old edition of “ Poole’s Index” the 
entries placed under England make six 
pages, while those under Fine Arts make 
less than half a page; those under Po 
litical Kx ynomy make just a page, those 
on Logi about one-third of a column, 
Natural History less than a_ column, 
Natural Philosophy and Physical Science, 
and Science in general, less than a page 
Now, if I have to dispose of articles upon 
the “ Substitution of Similars,” the “ Quan 
tification of the Predicate,” Mr. Poole tells 
me that “classification is expressly forbid 
den,” and I must put them under the 
most specific heading. What are in these 
cases the most specific headings. Do the 
Rules for Indexing fully sustain this di 


tum? I think not. It appears to me that 
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the whole question of arrangement is purely 
a practical one, such as the editors of every 
ency¢ lopedia have to meet, and I believe 
that a set of headings could easily be pre- 
pared by three or four experts, which 
would prove of very great utility, not only 
to the co-workers but to the editor-in-chief. 
Political 


a subject-heading that might, with great 


instance Konomy as 


I would 
benefit, include numerous topics, which, al- 
though they frequently receive separate 
nevertheless discussed in 
All such topics 


treatment, are 


most systematic treatises, 
as free trade, protection, value, currency, 


money, bi-metallism, banking, finance, 


should either remain sub-divisions of Po- 
litical Economy, or should be remanded to 
their independent locations, on/y afler the 
proper cross-references have been made out. 
In either case the material ought to reach 


the chief editor under the subject-head- 


ing and the special heading; thus only, 


with all the material before him, can 


he render an intelligent decision as to 


advisable to 


whether it is adopt a 


policy of scatteration or one of concen- 


tration. As hinted above, the space occu 
pied by the entries under a given compre- 
hensive heading might not infrequently de- 

le whether the particulars should be scat- 


At all 


ing to such subjects as Architecture, Astro- 


tered or not. events, matters relat- 
nomy, Birds, Botany, Drama, Education, 
Epigrams, Government and Politics (apart 
from the workings of the constitution or 
government of particular countries), Lan- 
guage, Law, Literature, Physics, Political 
Economy, Proverbs, Social Science, The 
ology and Useful Arts, should be entered 
under these or equivalent headings, instead 
of at hap-hazard under names of such 
countries or places as happen to occur in 
the title. Mr. Cutter, in his catalogue of 


Joston Athenzeum, found all his un- 


the 
equalled capacity for methodical arrange- 
ment very fully tasked to dispose of the 


subject-matters which he places under Eng 
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land, English and Great Britain, and cover 
ing in all 84 double-columned pages of 
that great work ; and under Germany there 
are some 30 general divisions of subject 
matter, some of which again require further 
sub-division. Now, if the literary and artis 
tic sub-divisions had been arranged under 
their respective generic subject-headings, 
qualified by the subordinate geographical 
task, difficult at 
greatly lightened, 


division, would not his 


the best, have been 
with a proportionate increase in the facility 
of reference. Is it not the experience of 
every cataloguer that it is a matter of some 
difficulty to arrange in a simple and intel 
ligible way, under the names of leading 
countries, even the sub-divisions incident to 
History, Description and Travel, Statistics, 
Public (last 


but not least), without dragging in 


Institutions and Documents 
evcry- 
thing of a literary, artistic and scientific 
character that has any connection with a 
country ? 


Mr. 


work being mainly a book of cross-refet 


Poole’s apprehensions as to the 
ences, should any atte mpt be made to con 
nect related subjects, appears to me ill 
grounded. If well chosen, cross-references 
will save a vast amount of needless repeti 
tion and useless expense. 

With regard to tales, poems and plays, | 
should prefer to find them indexed under 
the general headings Fiction, Poetry, and 
Drama or Plays, believing that such an 
arrangement will prove generally popular. 

In regard to critical notices and reviews 


of works of the imagination, I do not quite 


understand why they should be placed 
under the name of the author, while 
the work itself is placed under the 
first word of the title. Perhaps the au- 


thor would, as a have 


his own writings placed under his name, 


rule, prefer to 


and not what other persons think of them. 


I think a criticism of a work should go 


with the work. 
S. B. Noyes. 


Mr. Noves’s views coincide with his 
practice in his Catalogue of the Brooklyn 
I £ 
Library: and, notwithstandin the di 


tinguished merits of that catalogue, my 
very frequent use of it would be more 
agreeable to me, if there was mor f what 
he calls “scatteration” init. Nor would 
I go to Mr. Poole’s extrem 1 his old ed 

tion, of entering some items under Abort 
ines, because that word 1 n the titl 

and others under Indians, and again 


separating Indian Character by various 


interjected headings from 1 general sub 
ject of Indians Still, any policy in the 
abstract is likely to be de rted from; and 


Mr. Noyes’ suggestion is good that the 
best method of arranging t material can 
only be devised by the editor when he has 
it all in hand, and can compare the propor 
tions of the several classifications. I am 
firmly for an a 
marily, butwith variations to meet palp 

ble convenience. A classified system, or 
the mongrel alphabetico-classed system, as 
it is called, is practically a nuisance, and | 
have daily consciousness of It. Mr. Poole’s 
trictures on it are sound. It is doubtful if 
a primarily classed system, with an alpha- 
betical graft upon it, is not a case of con- 


] 
t 
i 


pa- 


fusion worse confounded, ‘The only pa 
ble convenience for a classed arrangement 


is a purely alphabetical index; but it is 
much cheaper, in every respect, to have an 
arrangement which carries its own index. 
Of course, any system got used to is man 
ageable, but most people have no opportu 
nities for getting used to systems, and need 
one requiring the least possible amount of 
familiarity. It is best to sacrifice peculiar 
advantages attained for a few to the greater 
good of the greater number—decidedly 


Justin WINSOoR. 


he new “ Index to Periodical Literature 
is to be, as I understand it, an alphabet of 
single topics or subjects, by their most usual 


or practic alnames. It is not to be classified, 
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except so far as this selection of practical 


names and a careful but economical system 


if cross-reference may b ud to classify 
It ms to met tt 5 t ) pia for 
Iniversal purpos 

Mr. N yes per mal ¢ juation i 1 
cl icationist n > m to hav mo 
lif | 11S ygestions mm | w hie 
if I understand him, are beside — th 
juestion, I do not understand that name 


of authors or of countries are to be at all as 


yminent as he supposes in the Index, nor 


’' ; 

that the titles of articles are to appear, unless 
they are appropriate as topic heads. And 
would not the chan which he desires re 


sult in an entirely different work from that 
proposed ? For this it is now too late, | 
suppose, even if the majority of reader 
would preter it; ind I do not at present 
think they would. 

[ suppose, however, that a more syste 
matic classification than Mr. Winsor seem 


to approve of can be used with very great 


see it used in the new Index. Indeed, I 
believe its adjustment and practical intro 
duction to be one great Improvement next 
to be made in popular cataloguing. ‘The 
two rules to be used in the new Index, of 


selecting practical names for topics, and of 


fact an approximation towards this very 
plan. Such a classification could there 
fore, I think, be used as | ould wish it 
used, in the new Index, for it would only 
be a somewhat fuller application of a m« 
thod already there recognized in principk 
I would use it as a skeleton of classifying 
consistency pervading and strengthening th 


whole list, but nowhere showing the bone 


I should proceed somewhat as follows 


Draft as complete a “classification of 
knowledg is may be; and for calalogn 
nl purposes 1 think modification of 


Brunet’s system will be found better than a 


numerical one like Dewey's Phen let the 
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revising cataloguers or indexers have this 
chart by them, and whenever a question 
arises of choosing between or among topic- 
names let the chart decide. It can be used 
in chart shape, or after being thrown out of 
chart shape into alphabet shape. I suppose 
that a dictionary catalogue or topic index 
constructed with such a system well worked 
into it would show a better economy of 
synonyms and cross-classes than any yet 
made; and as far as I can judge, it is ex- 
actly in this point that our dictionary cata- 
logues are weak. My idea is, that this 
plan would go far to develop an eclectic 
system that would combine more than can 
now be found any where together of the 
different merits of alphabeting and classify- 
ing. When I searched the dictionary cata- 
logue of the Boston Public Library for 
works on the history and systems of Mental 
Philosophy, I found it necessary to think 
up about sixty different topics (besides such 
names of masters as Plato, Aristotle, etc., 
who designated schools of thought), be- 
fore I could even approximately assemble 
the books of the library on the subject. It 
is unnecessary to prove that this is an enor- 
mous defect. And my plan would remedy 
it, it seems to me, by the very simple mea- 
sure of having the synonyms and related 
topics of each important subject assembled 
once, somewhere, somewhat on the follow- 
ing model : 

ReLIGION. See also names of religions 
and religious teachers and systems; Bible, 
Christ, Christianity, Church History, Devo- 
tion, Ecclesiology, Evidences of Christian- 
ity, Future State, Holy Land, Infidelity, 
Inspiration, Missions, Mysticism, Mythol- 
ogy, Natural Theology, Prayer, Sermons, 
Superstition, etc. 

‘There are not so very many such groups 
required, and while they could not be made 
exhaustive they would be a great assistance 
to searchers on subjects. They might even 
be printed all together at the beginning of 
the Index as a sort of key. Such a classi- 


. 
fication of knowledge as I refer to has been 
used for many years with a good deal of 
success in the New York Mercantile Li 
brary; and I have, myself, long used a 
fuller elaboration of it, whose ultimate sec 
tions are now nearly fine enough to break 
down into the manageable handfuls which 
could be distributed at once into their 
alphabetical places in a dictionary catalogue 
or index. 

Although this argument of mine refers as 
much to a dictionary catalogue as it does 
to a topical index, so it does as much vice 
versa. It is plain enough that my conclu 
sion about the new Index is, that it is to 
be a great improvement on the previous 
editions ; that it is going to embody much 
of just what I should have wished to put 
into it, and that if it could be improved 
further it would be by adjusting it a little 
more according to my personal equation. 

FREDERIC BEECHER PERKINS. 


In comparisons that have been made 
from time to time between the different sys 
tems of cataloguing, an ideal, perfect dic 
tionary system has been contrasted with a 
classed system as imperfectly carried out, 
and justice has not always been done to the 
latter. 

The reader in search of books upon the 
Moors in Spain does not find in Professor 
Abbot’s Harvard College Catalogue any 
cards under that title or under Spain, but 
is told to look for Moorish History under 
the heading History, with its division 
Spain, and its sub-division Moorish Con- 
quest, and for Moorish Art to look under 
the proper sub-division, Fine Arts. Here 
he will find all that the library possesses 


on these subjects with the advantage of 


having brought before him in one place 
works on the history and art of all nations, 
many of which may be of great service to 
him, and which might be overlooked in a 
catalogue compiled after the dictionary 
system. Unless, however, such a cata- 


oe 


fe 


logue has a multitude of cross-references 
it will be comparatively useless, except to 
the few who have mastered its intricate 
scheme. In the dictionary system, unless 
reference is made under the Moors in 
Spain to other works under the utles Al 
hambra, Cordova, Granada, Mohammedan 
ism, Spanish Antiquities, Art, History, Lan 


uage, Literature, etc., the student will find 
less to help him than he would in a classi 
fied catalogue. ‘This point is further con 
sidered by Mr. Perkins. 

The suggestion is a good one that the 
new Index to periodical literature intro 
duce into its alphabetical system some of 
the features of a class system. Whether 
this be possible to any great extent or not 
the editors will wisely determine. How- 
ever this may be, it is certain that there 
must be a generous introduction of cross- 
references. It is in this respect that Poole’s 
Index and“most catalogues arranged after 
the alphabetical system are defective. In 
this Index are found entries under Intellect, 
Intellectual Philosophy, Intellectual Science, 
Mental Philosophy, Mental Science, Meta- 
pliysics, Mind, Philosophy, Psychology, with 
many other entries under the adjectives, 
Mental, Intellectual, etc., with no cross- 
references from one to the other. Books on 
Intemperance are entered under Ardent 
Spirits, Drunkenness, ‘Temperance and In 
temperance, and there are titles under Coal 
and Anthracite Coal, Slavery and Anti 
Slavery, Ethics and Moral Philosophy, 
Physics and Natural Philosophy—all with 
out cross-references. ‘The editors of the 
new edition will, no doubt, see the neces- 
sity of combining some of these entries, 
with the addition of the proper cross-en 
tries, or of making cross-references from 
one to the other, and if deterred from do 
ing so by lack of room, or by the expense, 
they will be wise enough to leave out some 
of the titles rather than the cross-references. 
This advice may not be needed,but as Mr. 


Poole speaks of cross-references with an 


apparent slight appreciation of their im 
portance, and states that readers have intel 
ligence enough to know, without being 
told, the subjects which are nearly related 
to the one in which they are interested, it 
seems necessary to press the point. Jud 
ing from the experience of many hbrarian 
Mr. Poole over-estimates the average wit ol 
mankind, who, unless they are helped in 
the way pro] ed, will be sure to turn away 
In regard to the arrangement of titl 
under countries in the original Index, I do 
not find so much cause for complaint as 
Mr. Noyes does, as I think his suggestions 
are in a measure carried out It is here that 
the greatest embarrassment ts likely to ari 
from the great mass of titles, which in some 
countries will be counted by hundreds. It 
is evident that the loose arrangement of the 
old will not answer in the new Index, and 


that there will be a need of a minute classi 
fication. As far as possible such divisions 
as Fine Arts and Natural History might 
conveniently be put under those indepen 
dent headings. This arrangement will be 
more convenient for reference, and will 
bring together all the articles on the art 
and natural history of various countries. 
This, which was the plan of the original 
Index, will, no doubt, in the new edition 
be further elaborated. 

In the Card Catalogue of the Boston 
Public Library there are about 5000 cards 
under the United States, arranged under 
some one hundred and seventy divisions. 
This rapidly accumulating collection, with 
all the helps given by guide-boards, is per 
plexing Without such subdivision it would 
be a trackless wilderness, It may be found 


necessary to follow the same plan in this 
catalogue which is proposed for the new 


Index. James L. WHITNEY. 


Mr. Poole’s statement ot his “ plan” 
seems to me very unsatisfactory, and leaves 


the subject just about where it was before 
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The objections of Mr, Biscoe and others 
are not removed or even alluded to, and 
where we might have expected some state- 
ment of the course to be pursued with ref- 
erence to synonymous headings, cross-refer 
ence, and capitalization (which by the way 
is to be on the same system or rather want 
of system used in the old Index), we have 
nothing but vague allusions to the “ alpha 
betical system,” and equally vague denun- 
ciations of “classification.” * 

The subject he selects to show the supe 
riority of the alphabetical arrangement is 
Tobacco—a somewhat unfortunate choice, 
inasmuch as Prof. Abbot has shown, by 
means of this same subject, that all classes 
of enquirers will be better suited by an 
alphabetico-classed arrangement of similar 
concrete topics. 

Mr. fatal 


every classified arrangement ts that nobody 


Poole says, “ The 
understands it except the person who made 
it.” ‘This is scarcely a fair statement. Al 
most every “classified arrangement” I have 
seen contains a preliminary outline or skel- 
eton which will enable any one to under- 
stand it—especially if he uses “the best 
quality of brains he possesses.” But, it 
may be urged, bibliographers differ in their 
systems of classification. 
phonography, book-keeping, cookery, and 
legislation. Does this lessen the value of 
the instruction in these several arts to those 
who have studied them? ‘There is no royal 
road to learning, and any system which 


pretends to dispense with the necessity cf 


some thought is only a delusion and a snare. 

Mr. Poole further says, “The alphabet 
ical arrangement is so simple that the stu- 
pidest mortal can understand it without 


* Mr. Poole was not responsible for the use 
of the word ** plan,” which occured in the head 
ing given editorially to his paper; in fact, we 
learn that he deprecates its application to his 
article, which presented, as he writes us, not 


the plan, but suggestions as to some features 


We offer apology accordingly.—Ebs, 


of it 


defect of 


So do systems of 
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any explanation.” Can he? Does he 
know “ without any explanation” that he 
must look under North Pole, Polar Sea, 
Beechy and other headings, if he wants 
to get at the literature of Arctic Explora 
tion? Or that he 
general heads if he does not find what he 
Or that if 


must look under more 
wants under the special head ? 
he does net meet with success in Eng 
land, he must look under the adjectives 
and British, to say nothing of 
Great Britain? Or that he 
subject entered at one time under its coun- 


English 
will find a 
try, another time under its subject, and 
some time under both, or worse still under 
neither ? 

On the other hand have the unfortunate 
specialists, who do not come under the 
class of “stupid mortals,” for whose espe- 
cial benefit the “ alphabetical system,” in 
the form advocated by Mr. Poole, seems to 
have been devised, no rights which he is 
bound to respect? Must the geologist or 
chemist, the theologian or politician, wade 
through the ¢housand and one special heads 
from alpha to omega, into which every 
comprehensive class can be decomposed, 
before he gains a clear knowledge of the 
resources of periodical literature in his spe 
cial field of study ? We may ask with Mr. 
Poole, “ Who would take this trouble ?”’ 

If we must have the alphabetical (or 
rather dictionary) arrangement, let us have 
it in its perfection as developed by a Cut- 
ter, and not in its infancy as advocated by 
Mr. Poole. 
using intelligibly one out of the innumerable 


Let us have some system of 


synonymous words that can be used for 
many subjects, and not arbitrarily select one 
at random, and place each subject as fancy 
dictates. Let us have the titles under each 
head arranged by their authors, and not in 
the unsatisfactory system pursued in the 
old Index. 

For my part, however, I am strongly in 
favor of a union of the two rival systems, 
and 


the alphabetical and the classified, 











would recommend some plan similar to 
that of Mr. Noyes or the Congress Library, 
The alphabetico-classed system is just as 
intelligible and self-explanatory as the di 
tionary, as scientific and complete as the 
classed, and as elastic as either, and will 


f both the ecial st ind 


meet the wants 


S] 
the general reader, and may be safely tried 
by the standard of stupidity which, it seems, 


we must keep in constant view in cata 


loguing. J. SCHWARTZ, 
(it course there snow no question 
to the new Index between t] Iphabetic 
ind the classified systems of rrangement 
The system of alphabetical arrangement 


of subject 


is far as may be) has be 


nal titles en chose! 
by the Committee, and their choice 1 
unquestionably wise While ll agree in 


this, there seems to 


spread dé@sire among librarians that the 
class System shall be enue! ifted mn th 
uphabetical one, either by a complet 
or a partial combin n of the two, o1 
by a class-system of cros reteren 
Has it occurred to th idvocates ot 
these modifications of th ily habeti 


system that they are one and all adaditi 


to it, and not properly modificatior yf 
it, and that the great question about 
the Index is whether it can be ke pt with 
in the limits of a convenient volum«s 


Any plan which will provide for increased 
facility of reference without requiring ad 


ditional would certainly be wel 


space 


comed by the editor ind the ¢ ommiuttee, 


but none of the methods of incorporating 
something of classification into the Index 
which have yet been suggested meet 
this prime requirement Pill such a 


method is brought forward, the question 
will 


size of the work and its consequent expens« 


is how far it pay to increase the 
and, I might add, the consequent hope 
lessness of the issue of supplementary vol 
umes) for the sake of 
Vou. IIL, No. 4. 


introducing classifi 





make com} \ div fair 
between pert culo ( thie aicti 
ry rl ik t { ped 
Cutter l ! t nits) 
I cy dva ted by Mr Pook \] 
| tly he overlooks t fact that the 
t ri cl nt tw ‘ mi ) in 
Ir. ¢ er’s catalk e and in his rulk 
I mel det I d ibject, 
title, thrown into one al 
‘ d whi practically the 
me t Mr. Noy betico 
cl ed } ) tiie ystem 
pro] Ind As | under 
t d ] t the I) eX t contem 
plat gle ent det ject and 
that ne xcept tm be found nee 
essary t idex « rte der two ib 
( or make cross-referen Here 1 
certainly aist ction wit difference 
If what I 1 is to the point, the 
pl ctical question before 1 1 imply isto 
the extent to which cro reference | 
be u ed 


[ think Mr 


he ded *’ on this 


Perkins 1 


matter, but, iter ll, I 


can hardly believe that it will pay to give 
space in the Index to the ‘* groups’’ of 
cross-references he yrgest \ little man 
ual (or perhaps it would be a bi one) 
of such references would make a most 
convenient hand-book if published se] 


Ow? Mr 
But its 


connection with cat 


) 
Ook 


usefulne 


rately, and we thanks for 


; would 


log ies ot books, and not with ‘* Poole’ 
Index.’’ The reader of books 1s pt t© 
want such finger-posts pointing from th« 
centre of a general subject to its variou 
suburbs ; but the consulter of periodi 


nine case out of 


cal 


is alter l 


literature, in 


ten, 


monograph on Ome pecial 


16 
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ibject How often will a person who and place each subject as fancy dictates.’ 
wants paper on Mohammedanism, the his is Mr. Schwartz's lancuage, but he 
Bible. Future State, Missions, Prayer seems to mean something different by it 
t ok der Religio Mr. Schwartz They will rather allow each article to stand 
! keenly in the distress of the special under the subject-heading given by its 
ist who must ‘*‘ wade through the “Aeusand author, and make cross-references from 
wid er | head before he each to the others When it 1s pure ly a 
clear knowledge of the resources,’’ question of nomenclature, between 
et I think the specialist who wants the Physics and Natural Philosophy, they 
Ince oly m tabulated statement of will choose one, ind merely cross-refet 
the resources of periodical literature, de from the other But this whole matter 
er\ just much consideration at the belongs to the editors and not to the in 
hand of the indexer, asthe man who wants’ dexers WittiaM I. FLETCHER 
to sec i list of il the people who live 
on Washington Street does of the direc There is a deceptive glamour about a 
tory-mnaket well-executed scheme of systematic clas 
A close study of the practical useful sification that fascinates at first, but the 
ne ind use of the old edition of Poole, method when applied to indexes yields 
has given me L pretty clear idea of the unsatisfactory results he ulph ibetical 
proper rules and limitations for cross- author-table of the Revue des Deux Mondes, 
references in the new edition 1 am not for instance, is very useful; the classed 


yet prepared to put these rules and limita 
but I l 


tion . um prepared 
would 


into shape to say 


that I think all at 


tempts to introduce something like a sys 
| ; 


they exclude 


ation through the means of 


ssifi 


tem OT ¢ 
cross-references 

May I 
‘ piece,” 
sion in the editorial columns of the Jour 
May and in Mr 


* synonymous headings’ 


lengthen this already too long 


to refer to the singular confu 


NAL for Schwartz's arti- 


} 
cie 


Ihe 
Mr 
whi h 


head to 


? 


ibove as to 


Jor RNAL seems to have wished that 


Poole h id 


indexers 


structions 
tell 
article 


issued by 


could under what 
put each 
How 


instancing each « 


on synonymous 


subjects could he have done this 


without ase, and thus 


making a volume of instructions almost as 


irge as the Index will be ? 


Of course, each indexer will place arti- 


cles Cemeteries, 


the 


on Burying-grounds, 


or Grave-vyards’’ under one or other 


of these headings, as they seem to him to 
require I'he editors will find a batch of 
titles under each, and they will hardly 


wish to *‘ arbitrarily select one at random, 


subject-table is as nearly as possible useless 
not because what one wants is not there 
In its proper place, but because it takes 
When Mr 
] 


understands a classified 


too long to find it Poole say 


that °° nobody 
arrangement except the person who made 
it,’ he does not mean that nobody could 
understand it after study jut he prefers 


be 


Che arrangement of the let- 


a system which can understood with- 


out study 
ters in the alphabet is such a system, be- 


cause, unnatural as it is, it has been 


already learned at school by everybody, 


ind almost everybody can apply it with 


out further instruction or conscious ef- 


fort: one does not have to learn it over 


again every time he takes up a catalogue 
When the classifiers shall agree upon any 
to be taught in the common 


schools, so that it can become part of the 


system 


mental furniture of the nation, we can use 


that in indexes instead of the irrational 


alphabet But in the mean time all the 


discussion of the comparative merits of 
the two methods resolves itself into this : 


The books designed for ready reference 
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ought to be alphabet ; knowledge cat Ve 
books designed for thor rely 1] i Picea sails 
wade cushe to he: i oe PRE he gl | 
tenths of the persons wl] re likely to rch v v lee 4 
st Pook Index will t Kll on It ry tty I 
what in a hurry for a t cific t \ | 
questions nad many persor ‘A , ' t tried , 
seldom enot gn to for t nt t ! t ‘ | 
iny complexity of arrangement Ls , 
nority might be better rved by clas- himself. d , = eer ‘ 
ihcation, but the creat { od of th ed t nd ware A ‘ 
greatest number would not be prot d oe ti 
thereby nd as it , d ened for t rd ted ; “os ; 
geologist, the zoologist, the chemist. and. Cop aoe Senne i 
indeed, expressly excludes the periodicals — serio evil. sa , , 
those spe ists have no rights which the vst 
iuthor bound to respe¢ tt exper +} : 
of the gene | | bli \r r obiection cl ' 1:43 , f 
to any radical « moe t t the work cl] . ; : 
would no longer be 7?’ ndex. which tothe. on oaeantl 
is what we unde ok to « et tm an it = , 

\ systematically cl ed inde then. 1s on the ‘ rt i] ‘ 
out of the question, but the pl position woul _ . : P . 
of Messrs Nove nd Schwartz is le n mater of ‘ rt. = 
objectionable,—to get the good of bot] d P ae a : ie 
methods by using eacl n that 1 ) there w , sod , : b. 
of subjects where it most ppl bl thre | 1 t ) rt 
that Is, to arrange pro] er nam nad ct much y r<« eagles nail 
crete subjects Uph betically, and to inter ate =" ‘ + aon ekiae for ac: 
sperse among them, still betr \ formatior , r spe ’ 
the various arts and science 5, each torm Kvet +} ' try r - , 

1 group of s biects Iphabetically 1) a ' ‘ ; ‘ 

rranged Such plan would combine ( lar rv scept to t 

the power of quickly finding ll t ‘ { if ’ ’ ' rof pet = 
things which most peoy want t \ ‘ tt tud ' e those kind 
persons, pl ces, vent \A | the 1 I of ¢ y a rature . whole 
tunity for a bird's-eye view of certain nd I d not how eparate list 
branches of knowledge, whos marate would } or to find any nele play 
parts are not so likely to be independently — or The list would a 
inquired for or are most commonly tl ht for , to look wholly thr: f 
of in connection with the « Wi d tte nar \ co] 
should gain too in those cases the chan TS age ie ar” a aa ile 
of as ting the ignorant or forgetful or nec tv of thinking every ti n what 
pu led inquirer who doe I t know « ct nart of ti \ ‘ | : 
ly what he wants, who gets poor he from 1 the certaint . nl ieee 
1 mere dictionary, because | vague first int Wrol lace , certain 








to do frequently, Ss a truit! 1 cause of 


innoyance 


But if tl general plan of the Index 
should be retained, the details ought to 
be improved The old edition is de- 
cidedly unsatisfactory I know from my 
own experience, from watching others’ 
use of it, and from complaints that have 
been made to me, that it has not unfre- 
quently failed to answer questions that 1t 
might reasonably have been expected to 
inswer No one doubts that, even though 


not perfect, it has been of immense service, 


nd that the circumstanc: nder which 
it was prepared—a first attempt, by on 
man were a sufficient justification of its 
imperfection ; but they re no yustifica 
tion whatever for makir 1 new Index 
equally faulty ; for thougl the material 
to be dealt with | ré ed fivefold 
the workers have increased fiftyfold In- 
deed the increase of matter makes an im 
proved method ll the more necessary 

The defects of the Index were the 
entry ol prec ely milar subjects undet 


several different heads :* (‘b) the failure, 


with trifling exceptions, to refer from one 


of these heads to the other or others :f 


gesting other headin of a simular char- 


iwcter under which a man might find mat- 


_ 
44 
y 


* As Gardening and Horticulture and Land 
scape Gardening, Animals and Zoology, Insects 
and Entomology, Fishes and Ichthyology, Lan- 
guage and Languages and Philology, Abolition 
ind Anti-slavery *olar Sea and North Polk 
And it is proposed to continue this met 
entry in the new edition, if I understand the as 
sistant-editor, Mr. Fletcher, aright 

+ Thus ther are no references between the 
synonyms cite 


t A man who was interested in the Poor would 


; 
certainly like to read about Ragwed Schools The 
student of Paris can hardly afford to pass by the 
Quartier Latin If it w f any use to put un 
der the Middle Ages articles on the Philosophical 


Investigations of the Middle Ages and on the Phi 


ssophy and Poetry, it would be of use to let the 
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failure to enter in full or by reference 
rticles treating of two subjects, or likely 
to be sought under either of two names, 
hot} * 


und r i 1 of the ne idings 


Now for a very considerable number of 


ibjects classification on the worst sys- 


} 


tem could not have been more inconven- 


ient than this, nor more destructive of the 
very object of the Index ready reference 
When one has not only to look in two o1 
three places to find what one wants, but 
has to rack one’s brain to know where to 
look, one is not a whit better off than if 
one had to puzzle through the Brunet or 
the Jefferson scheme ; one 1s not half so 
well off as if one had an alphabetical index 
guiding directly to a judicious classified 
arrangement. We hear much in this con- 
nection about the stupidity of the publi 
but it is not stupid to be unable to think 
the synonyms of the first 
word that happens to come into one’s 
head for possession 1s nine points of the 
law of mental action , or to think of all the 
subdivisions of a comprehensive subject, 
ind of all the classes which include the 
topic one is studying Yet the including 
classes may furnish a man with much bet- 
ter material than he will find under the 
spe ific head. The cat logue r or indexer 
himself, with much more time at his com- 
mand, cannot think of all these without 
an effort, and even with effort may not 
succeed in including everything 

The more I make and the more I us¢ 


catalogues, the more I feel that it be- 
reader know that he would find under Scholasti 
an article on the Scholastic Philosophy of the 
Middle Age 

Thus there is nothing under Almaden or 
Idria, though there are articles on the Silver 
mines in Almaden and the Quicksilver mines in 
Idria. I may add that the examples in these 
four notes were not painfully searched out, but 
were met with in an examination of less than 
half an hour [hey are not occasional over 
sights, but a few of the many results of the sys 


tem 


ee ee ee 


a ee 


2 Nd 


ee eI 22 


comes the cataloguer to t k ni t 


to make everything perfectly « r. and 
that it 1s his highest as it hare 
duty to toreset nd provide 
perplexities of the reader 

Every one was sorry to e from Mr 
Poole’s article that he fails to attacl ft 


cient importance to the caret |, thoro } 


systemati preparation of er reference 


Without them the Index w f 


maimed, and its users blind t will not 
be even a good dictionary inde \\ 
them it will have most of the merits of 
classification The dvocat ot t lat 
ter form, to be sure, strenuously deny tl 
ind I admit that ther ; want om 
thing of the luxurious ease fforded | 


their method 
same, if people will tak tle ] 
run over the references and look up, not by 


iny means every one, but whatever seem 


likely tombe of us he minority of 
thorough scholars ought not to complain. 
provided they are furnished with the r 
ferences to look over But so much they 
have a right tod mand And they w 


not be provided with what they want by 
the editor's putting in a reference here 
and there, when it happens to occur to 
him, as the work is going through the 
press. In regard to a number of wel 
known synonyms, it ought to be deter 
mined beforehand which | 1] De takel 


lo avoid the chance of the retention of 


others, there should be, as Mr Perku 
proposes, a reg ilar cheme of cl fie 
tion, a hierarchy of the science nd each 


subject heading in the Index should be 


inserted in its proper place ther Whe 
that was done we should have com] lete 


chart of the territory covered. and it 
would be easy to see what was the r 
tion of each part to its neighbors, to 
choose the re ferences which will bind t 
different parts of the Index together and 
make it one systematic whok If 


object were to make the Index as cheaply 
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JUNE, 1878 
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429 Vew } A er , sid be made by dra 
n New Yor R rorr red letter 
r r mil “id 4 tare 
Tne Lis J \ A Vew York 
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Pit symposium” on the arrangement of 

the new ‘* Poole’s Index ” imports into library 

discussion a means of eliciting and comparing 


opinion which has been found exceedingly 


valuable in general literature and will be pecu 
liarly so in the library field and as to such 
questions as the present. We trust to give in 
August a similar open debate on the printing 
of the British Museum catalogue and its rela 
tions to a general catalogue of English litera 
ture, and doubtless other questions from time 
to time will call for like treatment Mr. Poole 
will possibly review the present discussion 
in the next issue, but the columns of the Jour 

NAL have for some numbers been given up so 
largely to questions of cataloguing and index- 
ing that we must turn to other topics pressing 
for attention, and must ask others who desire 
to express themselves on this subject to do so 


in brief letters 


rue discussion develops, it we do not mis 
take, a general desire that, to avoid certain im 
perfections evident in the old Index, there 
should be more planning beforehand than Mr. 
Poole has yet undertaken, possible perhaps 
after the copy is in the editor’s hands but neces 
sary certainly before titles are finally assigned 
to their respective headings. Some draft of th 


lines of titles to be used would, we think, be of 


assistance in guiding the individual compilers 
ind in saving labor to the general editors, and 
such a draft, agreed upon by authority, might 
usefully serve, as we have already pointed out 


as a basis of headings for other i 


nportant 
cataloguing enterprises, whether employing the 
class or the dictionary system. Mr. Fletcher 
objects that this in itself would be a volumin 
ous work; but, within reasonable limits, it 
might, to the contrary, be labor-saving There 
is more difference of opinion in favor ofa class 
catalogue system for the Index than we had 
supposed, but all sides would apparently be 
satished with the plan hitherto advocated by 
the JOURNAL, and strongly brought out by 
Mr. Cutter, the dictionary system, with rea 
sonable provision for sub and cross-references, 
and necessary precaution against promiscuous 
entry under synonymous headings. This plan 
requires that, as a rule, a minimum of titles 
hould go under a subject-head; that from 
synonymous headings one should be selected, 
to which cross-references should be made from 
those of the others likely to be consulted ; that 
class-headings should be entered in the alpha- 
bet for the purpose of making sub-references 
to the specific headings under which titles 
would be found. These extra references, we 
reiterate, would require litthe space in con 

parison with their utility ; we are not sure in 

deed but that space would be saved from the 


repetitious confusion of the edition of 1853 


Ir ‘‘ Burials,” for instance, were the general 
term, that would cover only the articles on the 
general subject, or none at all; in either case, 
it would appear in the alphabet, with sul 
references to ‘* Cemeteries,” ‘‘ Cremation 
names of individual cemeteries, et Out of 
the synonymous headings, ‘‘ Burial-grounds,” 
‘*Cemeteries,” ‘‘ Graveyards,” etc., “* Ceme 
teries,”’ say, would be selected, and al! articles 
on this specific topic would be entered under 
that, in its place in the general alphabet. This 
seems to us, despite Mr. Fletcher's argument, 
very desirable, at least when the matter reaches 
the editors’ hands Articles on individual 
cemeteries would be entered only under their 
names, with references to these names from the 
entry ‘‘Cemeteries.” From “ Burial-grounds,” 

Graveyards,” etc., there would, finally, be 
cross-references to ‘‘ Cemeteries.” It is es 
pecially of importance that when a searcher 
has found his set of entries, he shall not turn 
away supposing he has found all on the sub- 


ject, when the greater part may be hidden 


wer woe incase EM wi! 
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under unsuspected headings to which he has 
no clue. 

As the time of library ches 
we are again reminded of the absurd pr 
of here ind there a br wh gives ts 
brarians and issistants 1 est ven 
from selfish me ves th 1 ! 
take, for more can be 1 fifty 
weeks thar n hity-two ! ¢ two WeeK 
are given to a change and rest Put I 
ment should be educated beyond the point 
asking of one of its har working sé nt 
more continuous service than 1 t errand 
boys and clerks [Iwo week vacation with 
out deduction from the salary is the | t tha 
the most economical board shou iter 

We regret exceedingly that Mr. I B. Nich 
olson, another victim of over-work, has been 
compelled, under the orders of h pl ia 
to put resolutely aside the many lines of activ 
ty in which his enthusiastic help has been so 
iseful to the community at irge, outside I 
his direct duties as librarian to the London 
Institution, and so to withdraw both fi i the 
jOint-secretaryshi f the United Kingdom 
Association and from the services he has ren 
dered to the readers of the | N is the 
managing representat ve of Britis ivy in 
terests Mr Nicholson has set 1! lel o 
public-spirited enterprise ind his active aid 
will be missed in many fields of beneficent 
work rhe London Institution is fortunate in 
that his resolution is for its benefit 


UNITED KINGDOM ASSOCIATION 


FOURTH MONTHLY MEETIN 

THe fourth monthly meeting was held at 
8 M. on June 7th, at the London Instit 
tion Present—Mr. Robert Harrison, Treas 
urer, in the chair; Messrs. J]. W. Bone, W 
Brace, J. W. Knapman, B. K. Wheatley, W. S 
W. Vaux, ¢ Welch, Wilson, and the Secre 
taries 

The minutes of the previous meeting having 
been read and confirmed, the tollowing minutes 


of the Council were read 


1. ‘‘ The Council receive with very great re 
gret the resignation by Mr. Nicholson of his 
function of joint-secretary The talent and un 
tiring energy shown by Mr. Nicholson during 
his brief tenure of office make the Council ex 
tremely loth to part with so admirable a coad 
jutor, and they trust that his valuable assist 
ance may continue to be given to the cause of 
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duties | have undertake th yint-secretary 
s | f the I iry A i a the ecre 
taryship of the Metro lita Free I iri 
( nitte ind | 1 now forced against my 
wi to see that | | e un rlaken t much 
For more tha ea ist rhted sy i} 
\ have fu ! » be hted any ngel 
und I have bee r \ i ed that unte ] 
moderate 1 habitual hurry and wort erma 
mnt ruin to fh th w ire and spec iy 1 
sult I have t 1 with these ining for 
some time nm the ance that the pre i I 
work an inxiety at the L lon Institution 
might become I co unt but tl now 
so far from being like that the | tution 
il it to ent on an ent ew pha ‘ if 
levelopment. | therefore at last feel pelled 
to re n my oflicia nection both with the 
| ) AL and th \ ition 
| know well that any service of mine was in 
no way nec iry to the w fare f eithe But 
I re t to abandon connections which ga mie 
on h ple isure and pride ind I feart risk 
your good opinion as a see i i us 
desert from duty It i this fear which 
has prompt i to trouble uu with a it¢ 
ent which | fear you may have thought the 
reading of it, ewotistical and nece ry 
Believe me, Gentlem« 
Always most faithfully your 
Epwarp B. NicHo ss 
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While deeply regretting the withdrawal of 
Mr. Nicholson, several members spoke in warm 
terms as to the choice of Mr. E. C. Thomas as 
his successor, Mr. Henry R. Tedder, librarian 
of the Atheneum Club, remaining, as before, 
his fellow-officer Mr. Thomas was formerly 
librarian of the Oxford Union Society, was an 
energetic member of the Organizing Committee 


of the Conference of last October, and has always 


been very zealous in the progress of library 

work 
Mr. |]. Vernon Whitaker, editor of 7he Book 
was proposed for election, and the fol 


lowing were nominated as honorary members 
Sir Redmond Barry (Victoria); Christian W 
Bruun (Copenhagen); Charles A Cutter 
(Boston Athenzeum); Léopold Delisle (Bibl 
Nat.); G. De; ping (Bibl, Ste. Genevieve) ; Mel- 


vil Dewey (Liprary JouRNAL); Charles Evans 
(Indianapolis); Hyacinthe Gariel (Grenoble) ; 
Annie R. Godfrey (Harvard Univ.); S. S. Green 
Worcester) Reuben A. Guild (Providence) ; 
- ackson (Newton); Comte de Marsy (Com- 
F. | Newt ( te de M ( 

pi¢gne); B. S. Mondino (Palermo); Cornelia 


B. Olmsted (Geneseo) Jules Petit (Brussels) : 
W. Ff Poole (Chicago); T. P. W. Rogers 
(Burlington); W. L. Ropes (Andover); Octave 


Sachot (Paris) Alex Sands (Cincinnati) 
Leopold Seligmann (Berlin); Lloyd P. Smith 
Philadelphia) ; P. G. Thorsen (Copenhagen) ; 
J Tingley (Alleghany Coll.); Vickers 
Cincinnati Baron Otto de Watteville (Pa 


ri : Tustin Winsor (Harvard U niv ) The se 
ladies and gentlemen were the American and 


f ign members of the London Conference, 


ind, with two exceptions, were all present on 


that occasion ; it was considered but fit that 
they should be invited to become connected 
with an Association at whose foundation they 
assisted 

\ paper by Mr. W. E. A. Axon, on ‘‘ The pro- 
jected Universal Catalogue,” * was read by one 
of the secretaries, in the unavoidable absence of 
the author. A vote of thanks was passed to Mr 
Axon for his interesting communication. A 
discussion ensued, in the course of which two 
resolutions of the Committee appointed to con- 
sider the subject of a Universal Catalogue of 
English Literature were notified They pro- 
pose that such a catalogue should comprehend 
all books in English, whether printed in the 
United Kingdom or abroad, including pam- 
phiets, broadsides, newspapers, and periodi 


cals, together with translations of foreign works, 


* We hope to give this paper in the July Journat 
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but not editions in foreign languages, even 
with brief English notes; and that the cata- 


logue should be brought down to the latest 


date. 
Mr. Nicholson exhibited and described a 
specimen of the card-catalogue used in the 


Ecole des Langues at Paris, and imported by 
Messrs. Triibner: it was contrasted with the 


Bonnange system, but the feeling of the meet- 


ing was in favor of the latter. That used in 
the E. le des Langues consists of a shallow tray 
or drawer, divided in four compartments. A 


brass rod runs through each, passing through a 
hole punched at the bottom (centre) of the cards; 
a flap locking in front of the tray, against the 
ends of the rods, prevents their unauthorized 
removal. The apparatus presents a more ele 
gant and finished appearance than the invention 
of M. Bonnange, but a drawback is the less 
ready manner in which the cards can be used, 
whether for withdrawal, insertion, or consulta- 
tion. 
The meeting then adjourned to July sth 


rTHE INDEX SOCIETY 


Ar the April meeting of the Index Society, 
several letters were read in connection with the 
lists of compounders for their estates at the time 
of the Commonwealth, and the lists of the malig- 
nants who were not allowed tocompound. It was 
resolved to print an index to the Royalist Con 
fiscation Acts in Scobell’s ‘‘ Acts and Ordi 
nances of the Long Parliament,” to be accom 
panied by the Acts themselves, and an intro 
duction. This index will form a useful com 
panion to the Royalist Composition Papers 
preserved at the Record Office, which will be 
calendared in due course The Committee 
hope to issue this Index of Royalists to the 
subscribers, with the secretary's historical ac 
count of index-making, as the first two books 
for the present year’s subscription 

At the May meeting, it was announced that 
an index to Dugdale’s “ Warwickshire’’ had 
been undertaken by one of the members. It 
was proposed to compile from the official 
calendar an index of such Englishmen, Scotch- 
men and Irishmen as have matriculated at the 
University of Leyden. Reprints of the exces- 
sively rare list of those who subscribed to the 
defence of the country against the Spanish 
Armada, and of the Lists of Justices of the 
Peace printed in 1650 and 1660, were also sug- 
gested 

In regard to the proposed Rules for Indexing, 
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of which a proof for revision was sent out 
under date of February, Mr. Wheatley writes 


‘* We shall be pleased to have American opin 


' ' 
ion upon them, and also to have a ypy of 
your rules for discussion by us I think we 
ought to agree upon the main points ! prin 
ciple, but I fear that not being able to discuss 
by word of mouth we shall hardly ag upon 
all the details ; and even did we at any one 
tim we hould be apt to d re afterwards 
As far as I know, no rules for indexi have 
been published ind, although in some points 
these will be the same as catalowue rules, yet 
they differ in more In catalogues we have to 
deal with the title-pages of books written by 
authors of all ages, nations and personal pecu 
liarities, and the great difficulty is to bring 
these under one uniform system, but i: lex 
ing we have to deal with one author only at a 
time 


You will see that ourrules only apply to the 
indexes of books We shall not draw ut rules 
for our subject indexes, as it will be needful 
to arrange these variously, as may seem best in 


each case 





We shall hope to print these rules in the 
JOURNAL as soon as the revised issue ippeal 
They would have been reprinted before, for 
general discussion, but for the difficulties 1 d 
by the various delays of the | NA 


POOLE’S INDEX IN ENGLAND 


Mr. Poole has received the following wel 

come note from Dr. Coxe 
BopLEIAN LIBRARY, 14 May, 1878 

DreaAR Mi PoOOoLt Qur curators received 
very kindly the idea of aiding you in your work 
The question that arose was simply how to do 
it They quite understood how such a work 
must reflect beneficially on ourselves, and au 
thorized me to undertake, consistent with our 
other ‘ pressures,’ four of these periodicals you 
have marked, viz leademy, Athenaeum, Spe 
tater, and Saturday Review. We must not clash 
with others, and I do not quite know how to find 
out who are the workers, and what their work 
| have written to Edinburgh and will see what 
the British Museum is about, and will also 
write to Cambridge. I do not find that the 
April number of the JOURNAL is yet with 
us. When it arrives I shall expect to find more 
definite rules for carrying on the work Be 
lieve me to be, dear Mr. Poole, yours ry 
truly H. O. Coxe 
VoL. IIl., No. 4 


The f \ r t 
reaches us trot on ft th i 
which it i nt 
\ Mi I ' \ ) 
\ \ 4, Ga., May . \ 
\i the regularm thly meet Ma 
the officers and d cto t h \ ) 
it was 
A Phat this Associat xtend a 
vitat to | of the Libra Association 
the Southe States to send de yates toa ! 
vention ury t ind d tor to be 
held i \tlanta (sa Wedn 1a Tune I 
$78 Sa mvention to be held for the pu 
| ! ’ s c ystem whereby 
Vario ric an be Py 1 more heay 
tht ~ n pape pe ! ind library 
upplic and also for having more unite 
ction in the matter of prt ul y eminent 
ecture for n i the a it n is de ¢ 
the Line ind for urin t lation, State 
ind National, in aid of libraries as a means of 
public educati ind for such other and fur 
the purpose n aid of the caus 4 said as 
cial ns a ma com tele tlie nventi 
Each a tion request if end its dele 
ites from an iw its othice ind recto 
We, the under ned, have been appointed a 
committee on the part of this Association | 
make irrangements ind extend invitations t 
imilar associations for said convention 
We earnestly invite your association to s¢ ] 
delegates, and meet in convention with us at 
the time named 
Please notify us of your decision 
We are yours, very respect! 
Henry HILtver D. M. Bal 
] I I 8 li. ©. GLEN 
B. . u 
This call, apparently issued in ignorance 
the scope of the work of the American Libra 


Association, was withdrawn in a circular sent 


out by the same committee under date of June 


The call recently ssued by our Associa 


tion for a convention of officers { Library A 


sociations of the south not having met w 
general favor, we were instructed, at a meetin 
of our Directors, held last evenin to will 


draw the call 
It isto be hoped that this agitation will re 
sult in a more general representation of Soutl 


ern libraries in the Associat und at f 
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THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS SITE. 


Tue future of the Library of Congress is so 
important to all interested in library progress, 
that we make no apology for inserting in full the 
report of the Commission, for an advance copy 
of which we are indebted to Mr. A. R. Spofford 
rhe Commission consists of Senators Howe and 
Dawes, Representatives S. S. Cox and Cook, 
and Librarian Spofford. Mr. Howe presented 
the report to the Senate June rith, and it will be 
printed as Senate Report No. 496 


The commission named in the act to constitute a 
ommission toconsider and report a plan for pro- 


, 


iding enlarged accommodations for the Library 
of Congress, approved April 4, 1878, submit th 


following report 
BP 


It has been found impossible to select a plan 
of enlarging the accommodations for the Library 
of Congress which would be satisfactory to every 
member of the commission That herewith sub- 
mitted is preferred by a majority of the commis- 
sion only If a majority of the two Houses 
shall approve it, or shall approve any substitute 
for it, the commission will be quite content 

It was earnestly desired to find some method 
for supplying the needed accommodations within 
the Capitol building, but after considering sev 
eral plans suggested for that purpose, the com- 
mission unanimously concluded no such plan 
was practicable 

The Capitol building is universally conceded 
to be a very fine structure. It has certainly been 
a costly one. The whole expenditure upon it has 
been more than thirteen millions. It would be 
poor economy to deface the Capitol in order to 
provide for the Library. It is, undoubtedly, 
practicable to extend the east front of the old 
Capitol (the centre building) far enough to ac- 
commodate the Library for many years ; but, in 
the opinion of the commission, such an extension 
would greatly impair the architectural effects of 
the building. In that opinion they are con- 
firmed by the judgments of accomplished archi- 
tects. Besides, such an extension would en- 
croach so far upon the park on the east as to 
make it very necessary to acquire additional 
grounds beyond First Street 

Another objection to this plan is found in the 
cost of executing it. If the Library is to be pro- 
vided for in an annex to the Capitol, it must, of 
course, be of the same style as the Capitol. 
That is a costly style. Mr. Walter, the former 


architect of the Capitol, estimates that an exten- 
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sion of the east front 275 feet would cost four 
millions of dollars. 

Some additional space could be secured by a 
proper and needed extension of both the east 
and west fronts of the main building But all 
the space which could be supplied by such meth- 
ods would answer for the accumulations of the 
library only for a few years, and the utmost of 
all such space will soon be needed for legislative 
purposes. 

It is, therefore, the unanimous opinion of the 
commission that the wisest economy requires the 
present commencement of a new edifice for the 
Library. Of course, it must be detached from 
the Capitol, but while detached from it, it was 
thought desirable to place it as near to the Capi- 
tol as practicable. 

Several different sites were considered. One 
member of the commission favored the purchase 
of the squares between East Capitol and B 
Streets north, and between First and Second 
Streets east. To this it was objected that the 
erection of another large building so near the 
Capitol, and directly in front of it, would hide 
the view of what will be its main front, and its 
best facade from its eastern approaches. A more 
serious objection, however, was found in the ex 
penditure involved in the purchase of the ground 
and clearing it. Those squares are assessed for 
purposes of taxation at $170,792. Of course, it 
is impossible to say how much more than the 
assessed valuethe government would have to 
pay for the purchase of them. It is quite safe 
to say they could not be obtained for less than 
their assessed value. But the improvements on 
those squares are assessed at $139,625 Those 
buildings must not only be paid for, but must be 
pulled down and removed In addition to the 
cost of removing the buildings on that site 
would be the cost of removing about eight feet 
from the surface of the squares, in order to set 
the building down on a level with the Capitol 
But the purchase of the ground between East 
Capitol and B Streets on the north would neces 
sitate the purchase of that between East Capitol 
and B Streets on the south, in order to give an 
even frontage to the public grounds on the east, 
making them front on Second Street east instead 
of on First Street as they now front. The pur 
chase of these squares would double the expen 
diture, and would make the whole outlay so 
heavy that it was feared the government would 
be quite unwilling to make it 

Another member of the commission favored 


the erection of the Library on the squares west 
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f South Capitol Street, between A and B Streets 


south That locality commended by the fact 
that the government t Ww W t il thou 
sand square feet within it The ground which 
is not owned by the ernment held at a 
comparatively low price Che improvement n 
: t are of little value It is quite probable $106 
; 000 would pay for all the territory needed there 
: The erection of the Library upon it w 1 em 
5 hellish a cinage of th Capit vhict now 
{ ery unsightly, and wl 1 pron to remain ) 
5 unless redeemed by the g rmment itself But 
the surface | ow and uneven I lay the 
foundations and fashion the approache would 
require a large expenditure of money, rendering 
the whole outlay not much le t is believed, 
than upon the site first mentioned Moreover 
that locality is supposed to be the home of mala 
: rial influences, and so unfavorable to health 
b A third site considered is that east of Dela 
ware Avenue and north of B Street north Phat 
locality is sufficiently elevated, and is much 
more favorable for building than the site last 
mentioned But the land is held at a higher 
price, and the buildings upon it are much more 
costly than On the south of the Capitol ; although 
n both these respects it has the advantage of the 
propose 1 site on the east of the ¢ apitol 
After the commi n had concluded its delib 
erations a fourth site was proposed, comprising 
the squares on the north side of Pennsylvania 
Avenue and between First and Third Streets 
west That locality is urged because of its 
proximity to the railways, and because it would 
improve the surroundings of the Capitol by re 
placing a cluster of unseemly buildings with one 
elegant one But the objection remains that a 
urge building on that site would obscure the 
west front of the Capitol, a upon the quare:s 
} first mentioned it would obscure the east front 
; But perhaps the most serious objections com 
mon to all these proposed site ire first that they 
i require a large outlay of money for the purchase 
of grounds, while it is believed the government 
x owns the space needed for all it | bl building 
' Second, that they require a large outlay for the 
: purchase of existing structures to be pulled down 


and removed rhird, that the selection of either 
would necessitate the postponement of construc 
tion from one to two years, while the title was 
being secured 

In the opinion, therefore, of a majority of the 
commission, the best location for the new Li 


brary building is on that reservation known as Ju 


diciary Square, bounded by Fourth street on the 
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east and Fifth Street on the west ind extending 
from Dto G Streets. That reservatior pacious 
itis elevated, and the surface nearly leve It 
now the property of the government There 
but one building upon it, and the pul taste 


will soon demand the removal of that, but ever 
while it stands it does not at all interfere with 
the construction of the Library 

But one objection has been suggested to that 
locality, and that is its distance from the Capit 
That objection however, largely bviated, if 
not wholly overcome, by two considerations 
first, that if a new building is to be erected any 
where, detached from the Capitol, a reference li 
brary, comprising from sixty to one hundred 
thousand volume may be retained in the pres 


ent apartments for the use of Congress ; second 


any such building may, and in all probability 
will, be connected with the Capit by a pneu 
matic tube and by telegraph-lines, » that any 
given book, or all the books upon any given bh 


lect. may be ordered and delivered at the Capito 


quite as speedily as the same can now be pro 
cured by messenger from the shelves of the pre 
ent Library 

It is also fair to remark that what 1 still called 


the Library of Congress has already outgrown 


its original purpose By the operation of the 
copyright law, and of an efficient system of ex 
changes, aided by moderate annual purchases, it 


1s fast assuming the proportions « fa nationa 1 
brary, and is destined to become the deposi 
tory of the literary treasures of the world Year 
by vear itis becoming more and more the resort 
of the students of literature and science through 
out the country To all such the proposed sit 


will be more convenient than either of the others 


considered It is central as to the city It is 
convenient to the lines of local travel! One rail 
way traverses tw sides of the reservation. an 


other passes within one block of it, and the cars 


n Pennsylvania Avenue pass within less than 
two blocks of it To the members of Congress 
who order from its stores it is as accessible as the 
grounds adjacent to Capitol Square To the rest 


of the world, whether residents in the city or 
visitors to it, who cannot send to the Library 
but must go to it, Judiciary Square is more a 
cessible than any point nearer the Capitol 

The commission has not attempted to prepare 
a plan of the building nor to submit estimates of 
its cost. It is not practicable to prepare a suita 
ble design for such a building until the site for it 
is determined It was therefore deemed best to 


attempt no more at the present session than to 
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THE 


determine the site and to procure an 


ippropria 


tion sufficient to lay the foundation 


There ire im the custody of the Librarian 


twenty-three designs for a library building, fur 


nished by different architects under the act of 


March 3. 1873 From those plans it ts believ ! 
a design suitable to the purpose and creditable to 
the government may be composed for submis 
sion to Congress at its next session 

Of course the st of the building depends 


pon the tvle of construction 


ind finish 


The estimates submitted with the plans referred 
t varica tron sO 1-00 to S2.500.000, at prices 
current n 1573 All tl ce estimat contem 


plate ! bu lit wo teet | re and 70 teet in 
he ht, to be constructed with marble or granite 
walls and iron interior 

The commission, therefor mit the fol 
lowing resolution 

Ps 

A That the comm n re mmend an 
ippropriation of $150,000 ¢ iy the foundation 
for a new library building on or near the centre 
of Judiciary Square, to be erected according t , 


plan to be submitt 


gress 


We revret to add that this re port provoked a 


much opposition in the Senate, from the ulvo 


cates of a site nearer the Capito that the lil 


item was omitted entirely from the Approy nation 


bill, aud the whole matter postponed another 
year 
THE DIANA ENAMORADA OF MONTI 
MAYOR 
Tue exact date of the publicati mn of the first 
edition of the Diana Enamorada has never 


been ascertained. The contradictory statements 


which are to be found in regard to this can be 


discoveries 
lick 


Library 


accounted for, it is thought, by 
in cataloguing the 


Public 


earliest edition was published, 


which have been made 
nor collection of the Boston 


The 


name ol 


without 
r date, at Valencia, from the 
Juan Mey 


conclusive that it appeared before 


printer ¢ 
T he evide nce 1s 


A de- 


found in the 


press probably of 


1560 
scription of this edition can _ be 
Bibliotheca 


in the ¢ 


Museum),* 
Mallen,+ the 
the 


(British 
Salva y 


Grenvilliana 


and ‘atdlogo of P 
latter being accompanied by a fac-simile of 
title-page 


While bibliographers have regarded only this 
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is settled, that it was published before 1560, 
Mr. Ticknor 
History of Spanish Literaturet that 


copy was published at 


has made the statement in his 


his own 


Valencia in 1842, and 


that he has seen one cited which appeared at 
Madrid in 1545. These dateshave been copied, 
on Mr. Ticknor’s authority, in subsequent 


Nouvelle 


Dictionnaire Univer 


works, among them the Biographie 


Générale, and the Grand 
sel ot 


impossible to harmonize these conflicting stat 


Larousse, and it has heretofore seemed 


ments 


\n examination of Mr. Ticknor’s copy shows 


it to be without doubt the same as those de 
scribed in the British Museum Catalogue, and 
in Salvé y Mallen, the title-page correspond 


ing exactly with the fac-simile given in the lat 


ter. The collation is the same, with the excep 


the signature, 


second folio of the first 


Ticknor’s 


tion ol 
which in Mr copy appears to be 
missing 


While 


copy at the 


in this 


hg- 


the fac-simile is without date, 


foot of the page are found the 


however, as 


ures 1542, so faint and discolored 
to be nearly illegible. Mr. Ticknor says ina 
manuscript note ‘In cle aning some manu 


script words from the bottom of the title-page, 


the date 1542 was nearly obliterated, but can 


still be read It was perfectly plain before I 


bought the volume in Madrid in 1818, and the 


title page was cleaned in 1847 


As no edition of this date is mentioned else 

where, as the title-pages of these two otherwise 
exactly agree, and as the it the bottom 
of Mr 


defaced date is app 


printing 
Ticknor’s copy in close proximity to the 
is when 


uently as distinct 


it first came from the press, it is impossible to 
conclusion that at 


dat 


esca some time 


ve trom the 


previous to 1818 the 1542 was printed with 
a pen, or stamped upon the title-page of this 
copy, and therefore that no such edition exists 
work known 
licknor's 


edition cited by him as published 
His belief in 


There is no mention, in any 


to the writer, published before his 
tory, of the 
at Madrid in 


tion was possibly 


1545 such an edi 


based upon a hasty reading 


of a note found written on a s« rap of paper, 
pasted into his copy of the Diana. This is 
a quotation from the discussion which took 
place in regard to the merits of the Diana 
of Montemayor, and its continuations, be- 
tween the Curate and the Barber as they 


were burning Don Quixote’s library. At the 
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end the transcriber has written the followin 

7 Vo yor Portugue Musico, y 
Poeta por los a 154 en Madrid 1} 
which means that Montemayor lived at Madrid 
about 1545, may have been read at a hasty 
glance aS a Statement that it was a quotation 
from an edition of Montemay s Diana, pul 
lished at Madrid in 154 |. L. WHirney 


LIBRARY QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


It was two or three months ago that I pre 
pare 1 the slips of | pel headed Not ind 
Oueries,” of which the textand description were 
given inthe May | RNAI 

A hole was punched near the to ind row 
of hooks on which to hang the were ar 
ranged along a conspicuous part of the delivery 
room The opportunity of putting questiot 
long unanswered—and everybody ha uch 
stored away in his memory—was at once avail 
ed of Every day several new nes would ay 
pear The answers were written by anybody 
who could supply one, and sometimes veral 
inswers would be given, one below the other 
and carried over to the reverse, if nece ary 
Occasionally | would call the attention of some 
professor to a query appertaining to his depart 
ment and he would answer it The officers of 
the library staff answered nota few ind I gener 


ully preferred to have references given to book 


rather than to make a direct answer as to the 


fact, for Lhave long known how much books 


of reference fail of all the good which they 


might accomplish, simply from ignorance of 
them, or inability to use them intelligently, and 


I looked to inculcating the habits of consulting 


such as not the least good to come from the 


plan 
At times we have had as many as thirty 
or forty of the sliy § post lat once Thev were 
constantly changing,and the asker of a ques 
tion would remove the slip when he found it 
itistactorily answered I have had questions 


sent from adistance to be put up among them 
I have known editors to examine them to 
make paragraphs for their journals. One of 
the college papers lately had i Story, 
whose plot turned on the use of them. 
I have observed that one of the pro 
fessors, whois occupied at times in trac 
ing the obscure use of words ivailed 
himself of this means of putting questions to 
any who might help him Phe system accord 


ingly has become an established usage here 
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ind I think other librari particularly college 
libraries, may find it of some assistance to their 
frequenter is Mr. ¢ tter has in the use he ha 
in made of it in the Boston Athenzeum 


MANILA PAPER IN LIBRARII 


Future generations will call this the manila 
we if the present fashion poe on imcrea ng 


Mr. Poole gave it notoriety at the first Confer 


ence Since then it has been widely adopted 
constantly for new uses Catalogues, finding 
lists, reports, bulletins, ete., first, and now it 
is making its way among the blanks Perhay 

too much importance is given the idea \t 
least the question of its fitmess for any pec il 
purpose should be mnsidered before adoy ting 
it Some veral facts may help de le thi 


question 

1. Manila is the most duratle paper, the best 
manila rope being almost a tough as light 
cloth But for many purposes there is no gait 
in such durability 

2. Being so hard and firm, printers (if they 


understand it) decidedly o 


biect toit. because it 
is very severe on type, wearing and breaking it 
up much faster than common paper If a 
library does its own printin or has to pay ex 
tra when using manila, this must be considere 
Some printers make no difference in charge 
ind then this objection does not hold 

3. The printing is not quite as pleasing to 
the eye as on a softer paper Manila does not 
illow of so good pre work For some us« 
this makes little difference 

3. The paper itself is not so pleasant 
handle or tothe eyeas common book paper 
which is freer from specks and of a more agree 
able tint 

5s. For lead pencil writing the manila is ex 
cellent Its rough surface takes the lead mor 
readily than sized paper, and its firmne makes 
it better than soft book paper 

6. For blanks, call slips, ete even where 


durability is no consideration, it is of great im 


portance to have the stiff, card-like quality 
Many are mistaken as to the comparative 

cost [he manila is firm and heavy and ther 
are fewer sheets toa given w« ight than one il 
first supposes. Prices must be compared, not 
by the kilo or pound, but by th t per to 
sheets of a given size 

Communications of experience are spe \ 


invited on this subject Metvit Dewey 












































































































































COMMUNICATIONS 
HF TANDARD OF LIBRARY SERVICE 
Lonpon, May 30, 18758 
the Editor of the Library Feurna 
Sir: Being strictly a k ler’s assistant my 
ideas of library work were certainly meager, 
until I went carefully over the Report on Li 
braries issued by the United States Govern 
ment and more recently a few numbers of 
the LIBRARY Jor RNAI In no case have 
I read reports in connection with any profes 
sion so full of information and practical sug 
gestions likely to prove beneficial to those 
anxious to improve. My feelings have been 
more than usually stirred by Mr. Mullins’ 
article 
Under the circumstances | sympathize with 
Mr. Mullins, and, I must add, quite agree with 
him, when he writes ** The increase of free 
libraries has been much more rapid than the 
growth of trained officers. This has led to some 
melancholy appointments Of course 
such men as these serve for low salaries, which 
shock respectable people to hear of, etc.” But 
| entirely disagree with Mr. Mullins in think 
ing that a‘‘ curriculum” or an “ examination” 
will prove a panacea for the double evil com 
| 


nity of more practi al business men than those 


lained of here is not in England a commu 


who have chosen Mr. Mullins as Librarian for 
the Free Public Library of Birmingham, and it 
is quite sufficient to hint that the question of 
low salaries may easily be set at rest by the ad 
dition to such, from the public purse, of a very 
few pounds. In proportion as these are aug 
mented will the class of applicants for the 
post of assistant librarian improve ; we do not 
think that such an advertisement as the follow 
ing is likely to attract first-class practical assist 
ants, although it would doubtless attract 200 
equal to passing an examination 
| IBRARIANS.--WANTED, ASSISTANT in a pur 

4 LIC LIBRARY Salary, 1roo/. to 15o Apply to Cnier 
Liprartan, Ratcliff place, Birmingham 

\ Professor of Bibliography now exists, we 
understand, in the United States, and we hope 
that at no very distant day several such may be 
found in England, but meantime, aye and al- 
ways, the question remains, How are (rained 
Sicers to be obtained in sufficient numbers to 
take charge of our rapidly increasing publi 
libraries I reply, simply through the tact 
and influence of such gentlemen as Mr. Mul- 
lins. May I offer a suggestion in this matter ? 

Where a librarian has assistants, let him 
make it part of his duty to educate them spe- 
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cially in bibliographical literature ; it is a mere 
truism to Say that, next to being in possession 
of information, the knowledge of where to find 
itis most valuable. The librarian ought also 
to arrange (of course during the hours most con 
venient for business) for the assistants attend 
ing lectures on English and Foreign literature, 
and as far as possible to classes for the study 
of languages ; by such means would a body of 
enthusiastic and practical librarians be edu 
cated for the next weneration. In stating the 
case thus we assume, and do not attempt to 
argue the points,—rst, that the duties of a 


librarian can only be learned is 


the library; 
and 2d, that as a rule it will be found necessary 
even for the best educated assistants to con 
tinue to manhood his studies in literature and 
languages; indeed, a librarian should never 
cease his education in such 

Now I can hear chief librarians put the 
question, Are we to pay young men large 
salaries and educate them also By no 
means. Let me explain how this system is 
carried out by shrewd, intelligent postmasters 
in England The government allows a round 
sum to postmasters to pay salaries fora cer 
tain number of junior clerks, asking no details 
of payment so long as the work is done satis 
factorily ; such postmasters engage only active, 
energetic young men, who are desirous of 


fitting themselves for high appointments, and 
who, for the benefits to be derived from good 
training, serve for unusually small salaries 
Che net results of such an arrangement are ay 
parent; the postmaster increases his own sal 
ary largely, and the best young men in the 
service are looked for and are continually in 
demand from such offices 

It is by such a system as this, it appears to 
me, that librarians’ assistants will be improved 
Let Mr. Mullins begin by co-operating with 
his own staff, and very shortly Birmingham 
will be as famous for its bibliographers as for 
its politicians JUVENIS 

EXCERPT 

Arart from Mr. Cutter’s admirable paper on 
pamphlets, read at Philadelphia, there have 
been few suggestions in the JOURNAL as to the 
best way of disposing of pamphlets convenient- 
ly. Mr. Northrop’s suggestion, quoted on page 
124, that in school scholars ‘‘ should be invited 
to tell what they have read,” is the practice of 
some of the teachers in Providence. Some of 
the most efficient co-operators of the library 
here are teachers in the public schools 


W. E. Foster. 
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ready possesses some four hundred volumes of bibliographies, 
library, booksellers’, and auction catalogues, indexes, etc 
No doubt this bibliographic library can be made to afford 
much assistance; still we Americans prefer t indertake 


the “ gigantic’’ task of making catalogues of our libraries 
Die Bibliothek d. Med. Chirur fkad. su St 
Petersburg. Neuer Anzeiger,May. 2p 


la bibliothégue de Matthias Corvin Biblioph 


/ bibliothéyu publigues aux Etats Unis ; par 
Léon Bourgeois Fournal des économiste 


Apr 184 p 


* What strik ne especially is the extreme importance 
which the Americans attach to the diffusion of knowledge 
of every sort among all classes of society This people 
which we justly regard as one essentially practical, far from 


being uninterested in the things of the spirit, has never 
eased to cultivate them with incomparable power How 
nany self-styled practical persons in our country still deny 
the utility of general education According to them a man 
who labors with his hands need not know anything more 
than the routine of his daily work ; theory, useful for people 
f leisure or ofa liberal profession, would be useles t 


even dangerous to the peasant and the workman, for it 


would make them dreamers, half-taught men The 
Americans give us a useful lesson Their schools, thei 
ibraries, their cieties of every kind. giving all sort 


f instruction, from the most elevated to the most humble 
varying their programmes and their catalogues to the ut 
most degree, in order to catch more directly all classes of 

tizens, constitute in every State in the union an organism 


f an extraordinary elasticity and power The Americans 


are accused of adoring the Almighty Dollar ; they have not 





less respect for this other power the Book ; and, if we 
an judge by the views of the library buildings in th 
report, the temples which they raise to it do not yield to 


any edifice in extent and magnificence 
Book-keeping.— Saturday rev., May 11 3 col 


On book-binding. Praises the English for solidity and 
the French for taste Deprecates unnecessary re-bindmg 
** The man who would wantonly strip a little Elzevir of the 
stout vellum jacket in which the Leyden bibliopole sent it 
out upon the world two centuries and a half ago, for no 
better reason than that he wants to make it ornamental to 
his cabinet, that man is capable of giving arms to the 
Venus of Milo or putting a new nose on the Theseus. A 
much-needed artist is a conservative book-binder: one 
learned in all the mysteries and varieties of ancient bind 
ings, who would know how to restore failing hinges to their 
pristine strength, cure broken backs, defily renew frayed 
corners, heal cracked leather, bring back the brightness of 
faded tooling,—one, in short, by whose skill an old con 
temporary binding, often as much part and parcel of the 
book as its title-page, could be preserved and made to do 
its original duty without any risk to the safety of the vol 
ume.’ 

“ There seems to be a kind of feeling that if the owner 
wishes to escape the imputation of stinginess, a book must 
be whole bound. This is altogether a mistake ; it is not 
a question of economy Just as a broad, rich, massive 
frame would be out of keeping on a water color or a photo- 
graph, a full binding is misplaced on some mere book of the 
season,—volume of travels, essays, novel or the like 


Chere should be a perspective in binding.” 
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“With the bookbinders corners of the same leather as 
the back are a necessity in half-binding, and we have been 
so broken in by habit to regard them as an essential, that 
we do perceive how unsightly and clumsy they are, and how 
they favor the idea that half-binding is only an economical 
device for saving leather Perfect protection may be 


ensured by having the corners fortified by vellum ; but the 


chances are that the binder returns you your volume with 
half or three-quarters of an inch of vellum exposed, instead 
of allowing merely the point to show beyond the paper 


cloth covering the sides 


Boys’ books ; by E. P. Seaver Bost 1. Ad 
vertiser, May 11 L col 


Ihe mother of a boy often reported for neglect of stwdy 


said that he was getting bewitched with books calle 
novels’ taken from the Public Library They were suc 
works as “* Wenona the giant chief, The gold hunters 
of Australia The headk horseman,” indicating that 
the poor boy was going through his fever of novel reading 
as he might go through the measles or the whooping 
uigh. The writer, however, thinks that such stuff ght 


to be excluded altogether from a library that is supported 
at public expense to educate the peopk What is the 


education that comes from such reading ? 


The College Librarian hip , by H. A. Sawtelle 
Zion's herald, Portland, Me., May 1< § col 


“ Time was when if a college librarian catalogued and 


placed his books and for half an hour twice a week charge 


the borrowed volumes and checked the return ones, he had 
ufficiently discharged his duty. But it has come to be 
understood that it becomes him to be daily ready to be 
consulted in relation to any book or subject, t nverse 
freely with the students in regard to their reading pu 
ing their literary interest, guiding their taste, bringing to 


their attention the right kind of appetizing works, and if 
needful gently leading on the reader from light and tasty 
books to those of high quality and permanent utility 

To us nothing in the life of the college student seems to 
be of greater importance than just this inspiration and 
guidance. But all this is time-consuming and requires no 


small amount of understanding and skill Enlarges a 


little on this point to show that the librarianship ought not 
to be annexed toa pr fessorship, but be itself a professor 
ship ; and closes with a warm eulogium on the libraria f 
Colby University, Prof. Edw. W. Hall 


Design for a free library for Newcastle-upon 
Tyne; Jj. A. Bryson, architect Brits 
architect, Sept. 21. 2p 





rartes ; by J. J. Manley, M. A.— 
Sectal notes, p. 20 and 46. 4) col 


Free public li 


“We are not aware of a single instance of a population 
adjacent to a library not making a fair use of it Each 
hour spent by a reader in one of these establishments is an 
hour spent at least harmlessly, and in an atmosphere free 
from temptations. The more readers there are at libraries, 
the less in number will be the frequenters of places where 
bodily stimulants are but a poor substitute for healthy men 
tal recreation, which in itself is recuperative of the vital 


powers.’ 
Library theories.—New era, April 15. 4 col 
Literature.—TJilinois Courier, Jacksonville, Jan 


19 


An account of a “ social meeting held at the library room 
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a Baptist minister, and now editor of the J/a 


Examiner and 7% Mr. Dunckley 


the author of other works on politics 

litical economy WE. A.A 
ANONYMOIL WORK 

The Brot A Play (Manchester 


This anonymous drama is attribute 


catalogue of the Manchester Fre 
Reference Department, 1864 (No 


William Linelf; but this is either an 


it misprint Ihe author was Mr 


omeit, then is now, ol Man nester, 


writer of several other theatrica 


j { ] 

Ihe Au modu d “iniste fon f 
tu 22e Année, No $55 yntain 
from a work entitled \nonymes 
nyms et supercheries littéraires de 
ence ancienne et moderne whi 


d Edint gh, 187 
iwuthor is Ch es Rampin 
P , f 
7? il ’ 
ton, 1860), is by Martha G, Sl er 
7 ‘ mn hoft f 


(Boston, 1853) Harriet Martineau stat 


her Autobio raphy that she wrot t 


ry mt 


lor //on it , Where it was | 


n 1850. It is attributed to Mrs. Gaskell 


the catalogues of the Boston Athena 


Boston Public Library 


d , . pul lished in the S J 
ind reprinted by Redfield (New York, 
1869 The author is Eliza Lynn 
who wrote rhe true history of 
Davidson [/., Joshua (Jesus) Davic 


Communist,” which was published 


mously in the year 1872 


Phe author of the arti 


new edition of Appleton’s American 


' 


ngs of the Librarians’ Convention, 
Rev. W. L. Symonds lean BR 


VOTE 


Who was the author of Perpetual war 
policy of Mr. Madison, by a New England 


Farmer”’ (Boston, 1812); and ‘* The diploma- 


tick policy of Mr. Madison unveiled 
Bostonian, 1812,’ W 


They are attributed in the catalogues o 


Boston Athenzwum and Boston Publi 
to John Lowell 


le on Bibliography 


pwdia, which was criticised in the proceed 
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NOTES AND QUERIES 


Readers are requested te send in answers or rrection 

unseat sfact ry answer tven fo any gue “ ? 
tions based om actual ea ence wil ¢ sp ally 

’ \ the wort 5 as sresfuiiya ain 
2 ‘ waste f , wma? y yin t f 
t ? ’ 1” J, y : a? m rf 

ANNOTATION All understand the value of 
such notes as our best libraries are now putting 
in their lists, but few realize that even a greater 
omparative result in be secured in sm 
libraries by putting a very few notes in reports 
or bulletins A single illustration: A library 


of 13,000 v., under the special offer (JOURNAI 


= 
f 


Vv. 1., p. 329) to furnish the best metric 


half or a “‘ third price, bought six copies of Put 


' 
nam’s Metric System.” Some copies stood idle 
on the shelves In the next report a line wa 
1dded after this one title, saying it was the best 
popular treatise on this important subject, and 
very interesting Since that time none of th 
x copies are to be found in. The prominence 


of a single note will be pretty sure to create a 


demand, though, in the midst of hundreds of 


CoLors IN CATALOGUE CARD W. E. Fos 


ter suggests two colors or tints for 
catalogue cards, one for author and the other 
for title entries Perhaps a third for subject 
entries could be used Has any one tried thi 
ind with what result Different rs for dif 
ferent subjects is an old suggestion and ha 
been tried by individuals with considerable 


success It is hardly so we adapted to libra 


ries as it multiplies colors so much. Has any 


library tried it 


GAS AND BiInpInGs.—Prof. Wolcott Gibbs is 
onducting a series of experiments on the uy] 
er air of the Bates Hall, Boston Public Libra 


ry rhe results will be awaited with much 


interest by all troubled with crumblir bind 
ings Whether the difficulty comes from heat 
or gas, and what is the remedy, are important 
questions. We shall give an early report of 


the results 


RESTRICTION COLOR IN Book NuMBEI I 
think I shall have two colors of paper for my 
Dewey numbers, one for the “‘ not to be taken” 
books, which are very numerous in our library 
and (most of them) circulate about as freely as 
ordinary books. C:A.C 
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brary may not be of the n t modern style, but 
for such a society the buil g is eminently 
uitable, 
ri ntributions to the Il urd =Librar 
Bulletin will not t onfined to the off 
the Ur ersity rl} next number will r 
i till Octol i ntervai of f " 
mostly vacat eriod when Pt Hol 


den f the Naval O val Wasl ton 
wil rl 1a B iphy of | ts of 
Me iy 

Ps IDENCE gives another trat f th 
fact rw ge ra I per raze that a ul 
| | ury do not dim the f other 
lil esin a community The las use that 
} hee so gratilyi to the cw il t library 
has me not from diminish that of other 
brat ut from the peo; wh twas de 
s rned to ve 

rue Cornwall Library has ued a litth 
broadside giving a t of book eived ‘ 
lan iry Ist, inci rar tiie Va itine ) tio 
on country lif t ountry h numl ng 
ibout fifty mit It ha 1 shed a 
four page note-size circular lor ituitou 
tr ition, the first ny xamit io! 
tin rary an tat 1\ivantage 1 
the second givil a tempting t of book oO 
the talowue t! her two filled wit t 
tising car v h « cI ‘ st of t ilar 

4 { \ 

Lo Nn IN rlON Their ] rnal fe 
April re rds progre which a t be most 
gratifying to the members Ihe year has been 





the mosts ess 
‘ of income f nann sul ribers, with 
the demands mad ithe is tution, makeser 
largement necessa and they pro] e to build 
over nearly all the ground facing Eldon street 
at a total cost not exceedi: 13,00 Work 
rooms, cloak rooms, lavatori« ind coffee room 
are among th ood th n st ‘ [he alue 
of shares has gone up in two years and hal 
from & to 20 guinea We know of nom re 
markable Stal n prof tar ! iry hist \ 
Tickets were issued to annua ul ribers ag 
2 2s The President reports £648 18s. incom« 
from these tickets this year, and says roo 
would have been realized had it not been neces 
sary to stop the sale of ticketsf want of room 
It is most tifving to read such a re rt dur 
ing these time f cle ‘ yn It points to the 
fact that hi ia ent ind a ure 
clos " iated with the past three vears of 
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the library, but those who attended the Confe 
ence last October did not need this report to 
teach them this fact 
\ | literary iSstitution, entitled The 
London Athenzu s to be open it Suf 
folk treet, Pall Mall, Londor mm the ! 
ys 1, to provide a central general reference 
library, with readit t ind = c¢ ersa 
tion tr mn 
q 
THe new Free Lil it Wigan wa n 
ully opened last month The build t 
been er ed atthe sole expense of Mr. 1 
laylor, of Wigan i th book have been 
rovided with the sum of £12,00 ! athe 
‘ 
that a 
| y it 
1 t the q 
the Law 
vhen it ta i iff | t least an po 
tt yi full discu I { the matt 
( | Che auth i assed it 
i f the Library of the Pa | ! ’ 
( yrem e by the C ‘ i th Mar 
' le | ‘ 
S ‘ pt. Sth 
2 
1877, ce in cng i ript f 
the Biblioth®que,de I’ Ecol Droit a Pa 
( WAN} 
Pure libraries of Berlin and M hay 
declined to buy th oO ia mss Sch cl 
and Goethe’ iT e, which yf 
fered to them tor 4 thaler lo i th 
collection from being rok Ip ol t ight by . 
foreigners, th u hing firm of Cotta ’ ; 
Stuttgart has secured it j 
PUBLISHER’S NOTI 
Tue index and title of v. 2 will shortly be 
mailed The binding of v. 1, at half the usual 
rate, gave » much itistact 1 that the otle 
is repeated for v. 2 (see v. 2, p. 230 for terms 
Copies may be sent to the Boston office, of 
direct to the Case, Lockwood & Brainard Co 
Hartford, Ct., marked ‘*For M. D.” All re 
ceived by July 2oth will be bound and returned 
ul once cceord to directions Special let 
tering can be done ata slight extra charge 
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Our improved style combines the virtues of 
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They give universal satisfaction for binding 
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FOR THE TABLE OR BOOK-S / 
It orname il I t 
non pace badiv id é 
ul is less expensive than any Rack now - It 
is the merited indorsement of some of t Li 
ul in the country, and is justly c« led to é 
1 much felt want for both | nd | ‘ 
ADVANTAGES.—1. It does vork mor rfectly 
than any other The long restit n shelf 
ler the books holds tl t firmly by 
veight of the books, and } ite giv 
to the face which holds the | »k | ht a spring 
entirely lacking in sheet-i pp previously 
sed Thus the only objection to the therwise per 
fect sheet-iron device is removed 
2. It the simplest. There are prin rews 
w joints It is a simple piece of shee hand 
ymely finished and ornamented 
3. It is the most ornamental 
4. It is the most durable. Being of da 
imple as possible, a maximum of durability is secured 
| 5. It occupies the least space on the shelf tabl 
| The thickness of the sheet-iron is k than that ot 
the book cover; so it might be id to y no 
room at all, for a few steps from the shelf it would be 
impossible to see that any room was occupied 
6. It serves to make temporary shelves on window 
ledges, tables, floors—indeed, anywhere. As shown 
| in the cut, two racks make a perfect sl elf of any d 
sired length; and thus is supplied a want often felt 
| in the catalogue-room, the delivery desks, bindin 
rooms, etc., of every library, and in all parts of the 
| building in libraries crowded for room 
7. It is manufactured in so large quantities that 
}; Can be sold for conside rably less than other upports 
The manufacturers have confidence that a trial of 
| the Patent Support will certainly result in orders, and 
| have therefore arranged that any regular subscriber 
to the LIBRARY JOURNAL may |! a sample sent 
| without charge, on application to the Boston office of 
| the JOURNAL, 32 Hawley Street. Others desiring a 
sample pair will be supp'ied on re¢ 5 cent 
| Special terms will be given to or to the 
trade, on application for outfits 
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CHILDS, FULLER & CO., 
680 WASHINGTON Sr., BosTon 
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H. COURTHOPE BOWEN, M.A : — 
The serie Literature Primers ‘ g D , ' ; . 
Appleton & ( “re winning the commendation of all critics rav a I pa pay ) 
and scholar They are edited by J. R. Green, M.A., those { e , nt 
hitherto published being as follows 
ENGLISH GRAMMAR. By R. Mor 
ENGLISH LITERATURE By Sropr I K 
EDIT 


PHILOLOGY. By J. Pene 

CLASSICAL GEOGRAPHY. By M. F. Tozer 7 
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OUR SUMMER BOOKS. 


r of “ An AMERICAN GIRL ABB 


ty the auth 
MISS ADELINE TRAFTON 
12m cloth, price $1.5 
_ Baer Sas ile pen is equally at r¢ in the held 
and f Travel.’ 
{NON YMOUS AUTHOR. 
tARKABLE THK YEAR. 16mo, cloth, price, $ 
1e tl igt t pause.” —A rh Herald 
OF M/N/ 


t th é THAT HUSBAND £L.N 
12mo, cloth, price, $1.50 
book may be unreservedly considered as among the best novels the present 
eason has given us Boston Fournai 
** Fascinating in plot and development; a charming piece of imaginative work.”’ 
Hartford Evening Post 
By the Author of Inside et 
fom remo, cloth, $1 
* A story of sailing, travel and adventure, with 
P 
a spice of love in it Its style is de + l 
brisk and bounding as the _waves of the ocear 


constantly in sight "—St. Louis Republi 


By REV MINOT F "AGE 
1r2mo, cloth, PA 50 
A bright and healthful story by the earnest and popular Pastor of the Church of the 
Unity, Boston 
“ Bluffton is a town on the Mississippi. A well-conceived and brilliant fiction.” 
Providence Press 
By the Author of “Coronation.” 16mo, cloth, $2.25 
Every one who remen bers that strange, thoughtful, suggestive, tas- 
cimating book ‘* Coronation '"—in which pictures of New England scenery, 
studies of character, and records of deep mental and spirituz al struggle 
were so deftly interwoven—will welcome the publication of “‘ Agamenti- 


cus,” a similar book from the same pen, in which the scenes and charac 
ters are taken from New E snguand heat of a century and a half ago.”— Boston Fournal. 


“A DELIGHTFUL SUMMER STORY, 
By the Author of ‘‘ That Husband of Mine,” “‘ Rothmel!,” “ 
Wife of Mine.” Cloth, $:; paper, 50 cents 
Handy to take in the cars or on the boat 
By a new Author, CHartes Wet 
Russe remo, cloth, $1. s< 
The author is new to 
has written a powerful fiction.”’ 
ndenc« Press 
4 k } to | le when 


book ar lay asi 
once taken up, until the reader has reached the bottom of the last page.” — Commercial Bulletin 


BY NOBODY KNOWS WHO 
A jolly 4 -atchup Book, unifo wm with ‘‘ Something 
Better,’ * They all Do It,” “‘ That Wife of Mine,” 
* That Musbend f Mine.” Cloth, $1 paper, 50 
cents 
Fy the thor of “ The Doctor ght 
Any one ’ : saad duane dhanies g 
es Our Helen, ury Twims ‘ 
on ‘the 


Lector's Daug ter, may place this book 
k-shelf with the same certainty of pleasure being extracted from it as from any of the preceding stones. —F' ‘ayne News. 


By Miss Dove tas, author of “In Trust,” 
” Steph ven Dane,” “ Claudia,”” “ Home 
Nook,” “Nelly Kinnard’s Kingdom,” 
“ Sydnie Adr ” s2mo, cloth, $1.50 


id by all Book 7 wt tatl, post-paid, on receipt of price 


LEE & SHEPARD. Pueptisuers, Boston. 








